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Preface 



In his address to the Grand Lodge of Vermont in 1856, 
Grand Master Philip C. Tucker said: 

“It is among my highest aspirations that in the evening 
of my days, the avocations of business and the necessities for 
exertion, may be, by a kind Providence, so far relieved, as to 
enable me to place before my brethren a connected history of 
the Freemasonry of this State.” 

In 1859 he again alluded to the subject as follows: 

“Should our kind Creator and Preserver please to pre- 
serve your Grand Secretary and myself for a year or two longer, 
it is to be hoped that the history of Green Mountain Masonry 
will be made more accessible to the fraternity than it is at present. 
In other words we hope to be able to lay before them the sub- 
stantial history of this Grand Lodge from 1794, and of the Masonry 
which preceded the formation of this Grand body in the State.” 

Brother Tucker, unfortunately, departed this life without 
accomplishing his desire in this respect. Had he written even 
his own personal recollections of the masonic incidents of his 
time, it would have formed a work of inestimable value. His 
modesty forbade this, and he continued during the remainder of 
his life to solicit information from the subordinate lodges and 
individual masons, but with indifferent success, and died with- 
out even beginning the work which he so much desired to accom- 
plish, and for which he was so admirably fitted. 

The author of this work has met with a somewhat similar 
experience in his endeavors to obtain material from the subordi- 
nate_ lodges. It was his original intention to have included 
herein a sketch of each secular lodge, but because of the neglect 
or inability of nearly half the lodges of the jurisdiction to furnish 
him the data requested, he has been obliged to omit that feature, 
and has confined himself mainly, so far as the secular lodges are 
concerned, except the five original lodges, to such information 
as is found in the Grand Lodge Records. It is, perhaps, as well 
that this is so, because the material of a general character, which 
it seemed advisable _ to use, has attained such proportions that 
it would have been impracticable to have inserted any additional 
matter of purely local interest. 

The information which has been obtained from those lodges 
which responded to the author’s request has all been filed in the 
Grand Secretary’s office, and is accordingly accessible to any 
who may desire to refer to it. 



In compiling this general history of Ancient Craft Masonry 
m Vermont, it has been the aim to make use of all available 
material from sources outside the masonic archives, and to avoid, 
so far as possible, the repetition of matter which has already been 
published in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. In conformity 
with this plan the author has had reference to the old newspaper 
files in the State Library, Thompson’s History of Vermont 
Hemenway’s Gazeteer, and other historical works. 

The author takes this occasion to express his appreciation 
of the encouragement and assistance which have been accorded 
him, generally, by his brethren, and particularly by Most Worship- 
ful Past Grand Master Edwin L. Wells, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master Archie S. Harriman and Most Worshipful Henry H. Ross, 
Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary. 

To wiite the history of one hundred and forty years of any 
sort of activity is an undertaking of no small degree, and the 
author appreciates, more fully than others, his inability to ade- 
quately perform such a task; but, unsatisfactory as this production 
undoubtedly is, he believes that it will serve, in some degree at 
least, to imbue. in the hearts of Vermont masons a just pride in 
their organization and a laudable ambition to perpetuate its 
traditions and purposes. 

And now may I be permitted to address a personal word to 
my brethren of Vermont? As this work goes to press I am about 
to take up an occupation which necessitates my removal from 
the state and will, quite probably, prevent me, at least for several 
years to come, from participating in your labors. I cannot 
thus break the associations of a lifetime without keen regret. 
You have accorded to me honors and privileges for which I am 
deeply grateful, and I would that I might be permitted to labor with 
and for you during the full remainder of my days. I shall retain 
my masonic affiliations in Vermont, and shall cherish the hope 
that I may occasionally, and some time again, perhaps, regularly 
meet with you and renew the associations which are, and will re- 
main, dearer to me than all others excepting only those of my own 
family. 

Yours fraternally, 

LEE S. TILLOTSON 33°, 

Past Grand Master. 



Montpelier, Vermont, 
September 15, 1920. 
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r ra n?i n T N< ? Vem f ) ^ r /r 10 ’ 1 I 81, a cbarter was issued by St, Andrews 
Grand_ Lodge of Massachusetts to John Barrett and others for -3 

°The at S T ngfi * V l ei , mont ’ under th e name “Vermont 
was 17 ’ Th ber of thls lod § e m the Massachusetts register 

The early history of Vermont Lodge is closely interwoven 
with the civil history of that period. The petition for the charter 

severafd^ the towriT'^ V erm °nt, May 11, 1781. At that time 
several ol the towns m the southwestern part of New Hampshire 

had annexed themselves to Vermont, and on April 6, 1781 renre- 

ntatives fiom thirty-five towns on the eastern side of the Con- 

seatsin the general assembly of Vermont 

Vermont m met “ °£ T tober ’ 1781 ’ the Mature of 

t; i na ? t a t Charlestown, New Hampshire. 1 There had 
been no election of Lieutenant Governor by the people of Vermont 
that year, and Colonel Elisha Paine of Lebanon, New Hampshire 
was chosen to that office by the legislature. He also served the 

Sa -+v, e +^ ea ivr aS T? bief Justice of the supreme court. This union 
with the New Hampshire towns lasted only a few months being 

Slot ^that H ^ 17 f‘ n ThuS We have an explanation of 

the fact that the petition for the charter of Vermont Lodge was’ 
dated at Cornish, Vermont. ouge was 

T . , The following is taken from the Proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, 1733-1792, page 294: 

day heM at Free Mason HaI1 > Thurs- 

rJ’ t ? 178 ,1’ 4 ock P - M - on special occasion. ***** Brother 

son' BL n tlet a t rr ffinU leS ^ te h a P f, titio ? si § Iled b y himself, Amos Emer- 
son, liartlett Minds, Stephen Alvord, Thomaq Sfprnp tt 

^d thirteen other Brethren dated 4i^e£?cSh H0 ^ 

Maj, 1781, Praying this Grand Lodge would Please to’orqnt thd p p 

SSiSif 1 Sft it KlSi “ 

“ d of the evening 

t yA be charter is still in existence in the possession 

of Vermont Lodge at Windsor. It bears among others fh”a- 



Thompson’s Vermont, II, pages 61 to 72. 
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ture of Paul Revere, then Grand Senior Warden of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts. The following is a copy of that historic docu- 
ment made by the author from the original : 2 

“To all the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons to whom 
these presents shall come: 

The Most Worshipful Joseph Webb Esqr. Grand Master of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons, duly authorized and appointed, and in 
ample form install’d, together with his Grand Wardens, send Greeting: 

Whereas a petition has been presented to us by John Barrett Esqr., 
Amos Emerson, Bartlett Hinds, Francis Beatty, Thomas Stern, Stephen 
Alvord, John House, Timothy Bedle, Ebenezer Green, John Payne Junr., 
Thomas Bingham, Ziba Hall, Elihu Newell, Nathaniel Hall, John Hewitt, 
Charles Bowen, Alexander Ralston, Phineas Hutchins, Jonas Prescott, 
George Agur, all ancient Free and Accepted Masons, resident in Spring- 
field, state of Vermont, praying that they, with such others as may 
think proper to join them may be erected a regular Lodge of Free and 
accepted Masons under the Name, Title and Designation of VERMONT 
Lodge, with full power to enter apprentices, pass Fellow Crafts and 
raise Master Masons: 

Which Petition appearing to us as tending to the advancement of 
Ancient Masonry, and the general good of the Craft, have unanimously 
agreed that the prayer of the Petition be granted: 

Know ye therefore, that we, the Grand Master and Wardens, by 
virtue of the power and Authority aforesaid, and reposing special trust 
and confidence in the prudence, fidelity & Skill in Masonry of our beloved 
Brethren above named, have constituted and appointed, and by these 
presents Do constitute and appoint them, the said John Barrett Esqr., 
Amos Emerson, Bartlett Hinds, Francis Beatty, Thomas Stern, Stephen 
Alvord, John House, Timothy Bedle, Ebenezer Green, John Payne Junr., 
Thomas Bingham, Ziba Hall, Elihu Newell, Nathaniel Hall, John Hewitt, 
Charles Bowen, Alexander Ralston, Phineas Hutchins, Jonas Prescott, 
George A.gur, a regular Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons under the 
Name, Title and Designation of VERMONT Lodge, hereby giving and 
granting unto them and their Successors, full power and Authority to 
meet and convene as Masons within the Town of Springfield, to receive 
and enter Apprentices, pass Fellowcrafts, and raise Master Masons upon 
the payment of such moderate compositions for the same as hereafter 
may be determined by said Lodge. Also to make choice of Master, 
Wardens and other Office bearers annually, or otherwise as they shall 
see cause— To receive and cdlect funds for the relief of poor & decay d 
Brethren, their Widows or children, and in general to transact all matters 
relating to Masonry which may to them appear for the good of the Craft, 
according to the ancient Usage and Custom of Masons. 

And we do hereby require the said constituted Brethren to attend 
the Grand Lodge, or quarterly communications, by themselves or their 
Proxies (which are their Master and Wardens for the time being) And 
also to keep a fair and regular Record of all their proceedings, and to 
lay them before the Grand Lodge when required. 

And we do hereby enjoin upon our said Brethren to behave them- 
selves respectfully and obediently to their Superiors in Office, and not 
desert said Lodge without leave of their Master and Wardens. And we 
do hereby declare the precedence of the said Lodge, m the Grand Lodge, 
and elsewhere, to commence from the Date of these presents, and re- 



2 Brother^Koon, in his sketch of Vermont Lodge in the Early Records of the Grand Lodge 
of Vermont, states that “the original Massachusetts charter was burned many years ago. 
Such, however, is not the fact. 
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quire all Ancient Masons, especially those holding of this Grand Lodge 
to acknowledge and receive them and their Successors, as regular con- 
stituted Free and Accepted Masons, and treat them accordingly. 

Given under our Hands, and the Seal of the Grand Lodge affixed, 
at Boston, New England State of Massachusetts, this Tenth Day of 
November, 1781, and of Masonry, 5781. 

SAMUEL BARRETT D. G. M 

PAUL REVERE S G W 

EDWARD PROCTER J G w’ 

THOMAS URAM S G D 

WINTHROP GRAY j’ g' d’ 

JOHN SYMMES G S ' 

t NATHANIEL FELLOWS g' 8 

!n the margin: Seal — “JOSEPH WEBB, G M 



f Grand 
(Stewards.’ 



On the back: 



Received Thirty six Shillings for Engrossing this Charter 
James Carter G. C. 

Received Two Guineas for this Charter. 

John Lowell Gd. Treasr. 

Wm. Hoskins Gd. Sec’y.” 

“Rec’d this charter of Vermont Lodge this eighth day 
Secrete* 61, A ’ D ' 1795 by brother Ste P hen Jacob, their 
Thos. Tolman G. Sec.” 

£ ,, A ! t r ll0ugl1 Vermont Lodge was chartered to meet in Spring- 
field, Vermont, it, in fact, organized and held its meetings in 
Charlestown, New Hamshire, until some time in 1788 or 1789. 
1° North Star Lodge of Manchester, Vermont, which was 
chartered and oiganized in 1785, (see next chapter), therefore, 
belongs the honor of having been the first masonic lodge to actually 
convene upon Vermont soil. 

The original records of Vermont Lodge, covering the period 

o r i? r ? 7 oo >Vember ^Sl, the date of its first meeting, to August 
JU, 1788, are m existence in the possession of the lodge at Windsor 
The records from August 20, 1788 to December 7, 1818, are miss- 
mg. Ihey were probably burned in a fire which is mentioned in 
the record for December 7, 1818, as having destroyed “all their 
books and papers of record.” The following is a copy of the 
record of the first meeting: J 

“Vermont Lodge held under jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge as 
per charter affixed at Boston, first held at the House of Abel Walker 

November ye 29 U81 N °' 4 ’ StatC NeW Ham P shire on Thursday 

Those of the members then resent: 

R. W. John Barrett Master P. T. 

Phineas Hutchins S. W. P. T. 

George Agur J. W. P. T. 

Stephen Alvord 
Visiting Bro. Geo. Kimball. 

cm . , f° r initiation by the R. W. John Barrett: Josiah Gold- 
smith, James Bowtwell, Daniel Gould, Stephen Jacob: 

Br. Hutchins: Ezra Stiles, Elkanv Day; 

Br. Eager: Amos Babcock. 

' c bo( J ge t cIosed tm Tuesday the 18th December to meet at Br. Bowen’s 



Charles Bowen Secy. P. T.” 
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The first election of officers was held December 18, 1781, when 
the following were chosen : 



John Barrett 


Master 


Ranna Cossett 3 


S. 


W. 


Alexander Ralston 


J. 


w. 


Ebenezer Green 


S. 


D. 


John House 


J. 


D. 


Charles Bowen 


Treas. 


George Kimball 


Secy. 


Moses Emerson 


Toiler 



The following is a list of the masters of Vermont Lodge from 
its organization to 1833, except the period from 1789 to 1794 
inclusive of which there is no record. 



John Barrett 
Jotham White 
George Kimball 
Benjamin Moore 
Stephen Jacob 
Alba Cady 
Isaac Green 
John Henry 
Timothy Lull 
Joseph Winslow 
Jabish (or Jabez) Hunter 
Abisha Hoisington 
William Donoghue 
Return B. Brown 
Thomas Boynton 
James Lowe 
Leland Howard 
John LI. Colton 
Wyman Spooner 
Charles E. Coleston 



1781 to 1785 

1786 

1787 

1788 

1795 to 1797 
1798 to 1799 
1800 to 1802 
1803 to 1804 

1805 

1806 to 1810, 1814 
1811,1813, 1815 
1812 

1816, 1817, 1823, 1827, 1828, 1829 
1818 

1819 

1820 to 1821 
1822 

1824 

1825, 1826 
1830 to 1833 



The records, during the very early days, were very briefly 
kept and contain very little other than a report of the officers 
and members present, degrees conferred, bills paid and other 
routine business. The meetings in Charlestown appear to have 
usually been held at the house of Jotham White, during the early 
days. A little later the records are headed ‘ ‘Masons Hall ” and 
do not show its exact location. 



The following, with reference to the lodge holding its meet- 
ings in Charlestown instead of Springfield, is found in the records 
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts under date December 24, 
1782: 



3 The appearance of the name of Ranna Cossett in this list is difficult to explain. He was not 
one of the charter members of the lodge, and there is no record of his having been admitted 
as a member. 
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“The Grand Master presented a Return of the Master and Wardens 
of Vermont Lodge and a copy of his letter tb them respecting their hold- 
ing the Lodge out of their Limits, which was read.” 

There is nothing further upon the subject in the Massachusetts 
Grand Lodge records, and nothing appears to have been done 
about the matter until May 7, 1787, when the lodge “voted that 
a committee of two members of the Lodge be appointed to wait 
on the Grand Lodge *** respecting holding this lodge in Charles- 
town by virtue of the present charter, and if the holding of this 
lodge in Charlestown be determined illegal, that the committee be 
directed to apply for a new charter for the town of Charlestown. 
Br. Moore and Mr. Barrett were chosen.” 

On June 25, 1787, it was “voted to choose a committee to 
draught a petition to the Grand Lodge for an alteration in the 
present charter which mentions Springfield and instead thereof 
to cause it to be holden in Charlestown.” 

On February 15, 1788, it was “voted that either of the commit- 
tee chosen in Lodge in May last to present a petition to the Grand 
Lodge shall have the same power to act separately as was given 
to them jointly in the aforesaid vote”; and on March 6, 1788, 
“voted that the expense of the new charter which is procured in 
Boston for the holding a lodge in the town of Charlestown be 
paid out of the funds of Vermont Lodge.” 

All this would indicate that it was the desire of the lodge to 
remain in Charlestown, and up to this point there is nothing in 
the records to indicate that there was any intention of establish- 
ing either the old or a new lodge at Springfield. But on August 
20, 1788, which is the last record to be found in the old record 
book, it was 1 ‘voted that a committee of five be chosen to look 
into the state of Vermont Lodge No. 17, and make what they 
conceive an equitable division between the members in the state 
of New Hampshire and the members of the state of Vermont of the 
same and make report the next lodge night.” 

The report of this committee does not appear in the exist- 
ing records of Vermont Lodge. It is, however, to be found in 
the records of Faithful Lodge at Charlestown, which was chartered 
in 1788, as follows: 

“Property of Vermont Lodge divided Feb. 4th, 1789. 

VERMONT : FAITHFUL 

Books of Records and Byelaws 1 of . : 1 Chest 1 of. 

Linsey Sash Divided one-half to each. 

Master’s Jewel. : 1 Deacon’s Jewel. 

1 Deacon’s Jewel. : Square and dividers. 

Secretary. : 

Junior and Senior Warden : 

Sashes divided one-half to each. 

Ribbons for Jewels divided one-half to each. 

Treasurer’s Jewel : Calcutta Tin Hammers. 

Balloting Box Cloth. : Candlesticks. 

Clothing Sword : 



10 



Ancient Craft Masonry in Vermont 



Seal to be accounted for by Vermont Lodge. 

Books. : Chest 

Benj . Moore, 

Stephen Jacob, 

James Martin.” 

Then follows a long list of notes which had been taken for 
fees for degrees, as was customary in those days. 4 

When the Grand Lodge of Vermont was organized in 1794, 
Vermont Lodge was represented by its secretary, Stephen Jacob, 
and when its Massachusetts charter was surrendered, and the 
original Vermont charter issued, in 1795, the place of meeting was 
changed from Springfield to Windsor. In the early Vermont 
register, Vermont Lodge was assigned first place, thus showing 
conclusively that the lodge had been in continuous existence since 
its organization in 1781, and that it was, in 1794, located at 
Springfield. Just when the removal from Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, to Springfield, Vermont, took place cannot be deter- 
mined, but it is probable that the change was made during the 
latter part of the year 1788 or early in 1789. 

The original charter from the Grand Lodge of Vermont is 
also in existence in the archives of the lodge at Windsor, and is 
as follows: 

“By the Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honorable society 
of Free and accepted Masons, in the State of Vermont: 

To all the Fraternity of Free and accepted Masons, to whom these 
presents shall come, GREETING: 

Whereas the Most Worshipful Joseph Webb Esquire, Grand Master 
of Free and accepted Masons, did, together with his Grand Wardens, by 
a charter bearing date at Boston, state of Massachusetts, the tenth day 
of November Anno Domini 1781, constitute and appoint our brethren 
in Masonry, John Barrett Esquire, Amos Emerson, Bartlett Hinds, 
Francis Beatty, Thomas Stern, Stephen Alvord, John House, Timothy 
Bedle, Ebenezer Green, John Payne Junior, Thomas Bingham, Ziba 
Hall, Elihu Newell, Nathaniel Hall, John Hewitt, Charles Bowen, Alex- 
ander Ralston, Phineas Hutchins, Jonas Prescott, George Agur, and 
their successors, a regular Lodge of Free and accepted Masons, under the 
name and title of VERMONT LODGE with the usual powers of a Lodge, 
to ponvene in the town of Springfield: 

And whereas in consequence of an order of the constitution of the 
Grand Lodge of this state in the following words: ‘All the Lodges in 

this state shall, before the day of the next annual meeting, deposit with 
the secretary of the Grand Lodge their present charters, and shall 
receive from the Grand Lodge, new charters, to take precedency according 
to the seniority of their present charters’, the brethren of Vermont Lodge 
did, on the 8th day of the present October, in obedience to the said 
order of constitution, deposit with the secretary of the Grand Lodge, 
their charter aforesaid: 

And w’hereas it appears by an instrument under the hands of our 
brethren John Barrett, Jotham White, Elijah West, Nathan Stone 
James Bullauh, Nathaniel Hall, James Ralston, Roger Bates, Lemuel 
Hedge, and Alexander Parmelee, dated at Windsor, the 4th day of May, 
Anno Domini 1795, that it is the nomination and desire of the officers and 



Early Records of the Grand Lodge of Vermont, page 8. 
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brethren of said Lodge, that, in their new charter, Brother Stephen Jacob 
be named as first Master ; and also that Windsor be inserted as the 
place of holding said Lodge, in the room of Springfield: 

Now therefore know ye, that we, by virtue of the authority vested 
m us by grand constitution, and reposing special confidence in the pru- 
dence, fidelity, and skill m Masonry, of our beloved brethren constituted 
as aforesaid, and their successors, have, and do by these presents, now ap- 
point and constitute our beloved brethren aforesaid, and their successors, a 
regular Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, under the name, title and 
designation of the VERMONT LODGE; hereby giving and granting 
unto them, and their successors, full authority to convene and meet as 
Masons, within the town of Windsor, — to receive and enter Apprentices, 
pass rellow crafts and Raise to the Sublime degree of Master Mason 
upon the payment of such reasonable compositions as may be agreed 
upon and determined by said Lodge, conformably to the laws of the 
Grand Lodge. Also to make choice of Master, Wardens and other office 
bearers annually, or otherwise as they shall see cause, to receive and 
collect Funds, for the relief of poor and decayed brethren, their widows 
and children; and, m general, to transact all matters which may to them 
appear promotive of the good of Masonry, according to the ancient usages 
& customs of the Craft. 



And we do require the said constituted Brethren to attend the 
Grand Lodge by their Master and Wardens for the time being, or their 
proxies, at the stated annual meeting, and at such other special grand 
communications as may be appointed. And also to keep a fair and 
regular record of all their proceedings proper to be written, and lay the 
same before the Grand Lodge, when, and so often as it may be required. 
And also to pay such customs and dues, for the benefit of the Grand 
Lodge, as shall from time to time, be constitutionally demanded. And 
Vedo hereby declare the precedency of said Lodge to be Senior, or NO. 
UN E, m this Grand Communication. And we require all Ancient Masons, 
especially those holding of this Grand Lodge, to acknowledge and re- 
anC * “eir successors, as regularly constituted, free and accept- 
ed Masons, and treat them accordingly; and our brother Lemuel Hedge 
as Senior, and brother Nathaniel Hall as Junior Warden. 

This charter to continue in force until revoked. 



Witness our Most Worshipful Grand Master Noah Smith Esquire 
and other Grand Officers, under the seal of this Grand Lodge, affixed 
at Windsor, the eighth day of October, Anno Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five; and of Masonry 5795. 



ENOCH WOODBRIDGE D. G. M. JOHN CHIPMAN G S W 

JOTHAM WHITE G. J. W. 
NATHANIEL BRUSH G. T. 

THO TOLMAN G. Secy. ROS. HOPKINS G.'j. D.' 

(In the margin) Seal. 

Received (of the generosity of the Brethren of this Lodge) half 

a Johannes, for engrossing this charter. Tho. Tolman.” 

The first work done in Vermont Lodge was on December 18, 
1781, when Ezra. Stiles, Elkany Day, Amos Babcock, James 
Bowtell and Daniel Gould were initiated. 

Ira Allen and Thomas Chittenden were both initiated in 
Vermont Lodge on the same night, June 26, 1782. The records 
relative to the bringing to masonic light of those two noted men 
are as follows: 
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June 24, 1782. “Br. Barrett proposes for Initiation Ira Allen. * * * 
The lodge having Particular Acquaintance of the foregoing proposal, 
proceeded to Ballot — Ballotted in Ira Allen.” 

June 26, 1782. “Br Fay proposes for Initiation Thos. Chittenden 
Esqr. The Lodge having particular acquaintaince of his Excellency 
Thos. Chittenden EsqrJ proceeded to ballot for him. Ballotted in 
Thos. Chittenden. 

Made Masons: Ira Allen: Thos. Chittenden.” 

The following extracts from the early records of Vermont 
Lodge may be of interest: 

Dec. 26, 1781. “The lodge acknowledge themselves obliged to 
Br. John Payne for the compliment of a Sword for the use of the Lodge.” 
Dec. 27, 1781. “The feast of St. John the Evangelist celebrated 
in due form and an excellent sermon delivered by the Rev. Bulkley 
Olcott and an oration by Br E. Stiles. The Lodge Return their thanks 
to the Rev. Olcott and Br. Stiles for their Publick Services on the occasion 
and Request a coppy for the Press to be printed at the Expense of the 
Lodge and then to be distributed to the Brethren of the Fraternity.” 

The festivals of St. John the Baptist and St. John the 
Evangelist were regularly celebrated by the lodge during its 
early history, and the election of officers was usually held on one 
of these occasions, sometimes both, the officers being in that case 
chosen for a period of six months only. The available records 
show that from 1818 the officers were elected in May or June, and 
for the term of one year. 

Dec. 28, 1781. “Voted that the founders of this lodge whose names 
are in the charter and Bro. Kimball & Stiles, who have not been pass’d 
'and raised to the third Degrees of Masonry be passed and Raised without 
expense to themselves.” Also, “Voted that the thanks of the. (lodge) be 
given to the R. W. in the chair (Col. John Barrett) for his services in pro- 
curing the charter for this Lodge.” 

The first vote here recorded illustrates the fact that in those 
days entered apprentices were treated as members of the lodge, 
and the lodge was habitually opened for the transaction of bus- 
iness, upon the first degree. 

June 26, 1820. “The Master and Wardens being absent Br. William 
Donoghue P. Master took the chair” and opened the lodge for the trans- 
action of business. This would not now be regular, as it is well established 
that in the absence of the master and wardens the lodge cannot be opened. 

Aug. 21, 1820. “Our Worshipful Master made known the request 
of the Committee for building St. Paul’s Church that Vermont Lodge 
No. 1 lay the corner stone tomorrow at half past 10 o’clock. Voted 
that we will proceed to do it as requested.” 

Aug. 22, 1820. Present, James Lowe, Master and fifty-four 
others. “A procession was formed under the direction of our Bro. 
Marshal to scite on which the church was Building where the usual 
ceremonies were performed.” 

The church here referred to is St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Windsor, which is still standing; and on Sunday, August 



6 He was governor of Vermont at the time. 



